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27 HELD, 5 VEHICLES IMPOUNDED ON FRIDAY

Police start seizing vehicles used for public drinking

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 21

TIGHTENING THEnoose on people whodrink
alcohol in public, Chandigarh Police have now
started impounding their vehicles if they are
caughtconsumingor keepingliquorinthem.

Though the provision of impounding the
vehicles being used in drinking alcohol & al-
ready provided under Section 68 1 (B) of
Punjab Police Act, 2007, and Section 510 of
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Indian Penal Code(IPC), police started follow-
ing it strictly from Friday.

On Friday night, 27 people were ammested
fordrinkingalcohol at public places and five of
them were found sitting inside their four-
wheelers, which were impounded.

The union territory S5P Nilambri Vijay
Jagdale said eardier they focused on merely ar-
resting the offenders. “But, now we havealso
started impounding the vehicles, induding
four-wheelers and two-wheelers, making the
drive stricter. The Punjab Folice Act allows a
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police personnel to impound the vehicle, in
whichapersonis found drinking alcohol, But
before impounding the vehicles, wechedc the
the ownership to ensurewhether theybelong
to the offenders or not,” he said.

Friday night's impounded vehicles belong
to Amit Parsad and Rajeev Kumar, both from
Naya Gaon, Sanjeev of Bhaskar Colony in
Sector 25, Sumit Paant of Sarangpur and
Sudhir of Manimajra. All 27 arrested people
were released on regular bails from Sector 3
police station. The five vehicles will be re-

leased oncourt orders.

A policeman from Sector 3 police station
said mostly youngsters prefer to drink alco-
hol inside their parked carsin markets, espe-
cially near eating joints.

Police sources said before impounding the
vehicles, they were instructed to check the
ownership toensure that someoneelse’s ve-
hiclewas notused by the offenders.

As per the police record, over 1,000 peo-
ple were arrested for consuming liquor at
public places from January 1 toJuly 20, 2018.

Earlier, Chandigarh Police used to arrest
people for dnnking at public places under
Section 68/1 [14 of the Excise Act. The practice
was stopped following the orders of the
Punjab and Haryana High Court, which found
that a police officer can not arrest a man un-
der Exdse Act and the powers of using the Act
only lies withthe Excise department officials.
The orders were passed, while quashing an
FRagainst Punjab DSP Raka Gira forpossess-
ing liquor bottles at her house without valid
permissionin july 2017,



To curb crime, SSP gives thumbs
up to neighbourhood watch

= chandigarh@hinduistantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: Atthe Federationof
Sectors Welfare Organisation of
Chandigarh(FOSWAC)meeting
on Friday, UT SSP Nilambari
Jagdale was present to listen to
the grievances of the members
regarding police and listen to
their suggestions.

Oneoftheinitiativesthat came
forward was of Sector 38 (West)
Resident Welfare Association
(RWA).

They had started maintaining
a record of all the fruit-sellers,
vendors, wash men and sanita-
tionworkersenteringtheir area
since 2001.

Thiswasinstituted underthe

OCHEME WAS STARTED
BY SECTOR 38 RWA IN
2001, WHICH WAS
INSTITUTED BY THE

s —

neighbourhood watch scheme
instituted by the then Inspector
General of Police (1GP) BS Bassi.
Andthiswas later developed into
the community liaison scheme.

Their record has up to 110
names of vendors along with
thelr photographs, home, cur-
rent addresses and copiesof their
identity proof.

Chandigarh SSPsaid, “Thisis
a great initiative taken by the
community. The information

bank can serve as a model for
other RWAs. [will takeitupwith
thestation house officers tourge
other resident groups to adopt
this.”

According to Pankaj Gupta,
RWA president, the SSP will get
intouch with him to take this for-
ward in other sectors.

During the meeting she had
also said that she will meet with
membersof FOSWAC regularly
and explore the possibility of
joint operations with the other
policeforcesofthetricity for bet-
terresults. Membersduring the
meeting highlighted snatchings
and incidents of girls being har-
assed outside schools and col-
leges. Instances of drugpeddling
werealsodiscussed.
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